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1 . FIRST TWO MONTHS OF 1977 MARKED BY CONTINUED LOW LEVEL 
OF ACTIVITY IN ARMISTICE OPERATIONS. THERE HAS BEEN NO 
MEETING OF THE ARMISTICE COMMISSION ITSELF SINCE OCTOBER, 

THE SECRETARIES LAST MET IN NOVEMBER, AND THE MOST RECENT 
MEETING OF SECURITY OFFICERS WAS ON DECEMBER 16. JOINT DUTY 
OFFICERS (JDO) AND LANGUAGE OFFICERS HAVE CONTINUED TO MEET ON 
REGULARLY-SCHEDULED BASIS, AND UNC HAS CONTINUED TO TRANMIT 
NOTICES OF VIOLATIONS BY NORTH, WHICH HAVE CONTINUED AT MORE 
OR LESS USUAL LEVELS, EITHER THROUGH JOINT DUTY OFFICERS 

OR BY MESSAGES BETWEEN SENIOR MEMBERS. THE ONLY ALLEGATIONS 
OF VIOLATIONS RECEIVED FROM NORTH WERE ON JANUARY 14 (REF 
A) AND MARCH 6 (SEE BELOW). 

2. NORTH KOREAN GUARDS HAVE ALSO MAINTAINED THEIR 
RELATIVELY CORRECT BEHAVIOR NOTED REF B. THREATS AND 
GESTURES CONTINUE BUT VERY INFREQUENTLY, AS COMPARED TO 
1976. 
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3. GENERALLY LOW LEVEL OF MAC ACTIVITY BY NORTH IS UNUSUAL 
BUT NOT UNPRECEDENTED. THESE LAPASES HAVE OCCURRED 
BEFORE, FOLLOWING MAJOR INCIDENTS, SUCH AS EC-121 INCIDENT 
IN APRIL 1969 AND DISCOVERY OF SECOND NORTH KOREAN TUNNEL 
IN MARCH 1975. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


4. LATEST CHARGE OF ARMISTICE VIOLATION MADE BY NORTH 
FOLLOWED INTERESTING TRACK. ON FRIDEY 4 MARCH KPA IDO 
REQUESTED AN INFORMAL MEETING WITH UNC JDO. AT THAT 
MEETING THE KPA COMPLAINED OF AN ALLEGED ROK PROPAGANDA 
SIGN DISPLAYED IN THE DMZ. THE UNC RESPONDED WITH A 
SECRETARY TO SECRETARY MESSAGE REQUESTING THAT ANY ALLEGATION 
OF COMPLAINTS AGAINST THE UNC BE CONFINED TO OFFICIAL 
CHANNELS AND DEAL WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE ARMISTICE 
AGREEMENT. AT 0008, 6 MARCH THE KPA THROUGH A SENIOR MEMBER 

TO SENIOR MEMBER MESSAGE LODGED A FORMAL CHARGE ALLEGING 
THAT A PROVOCATIVE ACT WAS COMMITTED BY THE "SOUTH KOREAN 
PUPPET ARMY" BY SETTING UP A SLOGAN BOARD WHICH "SLANDERED 
AND DENOUNCED" THE KPA SIDE. CHARGE CITED PARAS 6 AND 14 
OF THE ARMISTICE AGREEMENT AND THE PREAMBLE. 

5. PROPAGANDA IS NOT A MAC SUBJECT AND IS, IN ITSELF. NOT 
AN ARMISTICE VIOLATION. PARAS CITED REFER TO "HOSTILE 
ACTS" AND RESPECT FOR DMZ BY FORCES OF BOTH SIDES. NEVER- 
THELESS, THE UNC INVESTIGATED THE INCIDENT AND DETERMINED 
THAT NO SUCH PROPAGANDA SIGN EXISTED. IN A MESSAGE 
DISPATCHED TO THE KPA ON 7 MARCH, THE UNC STATED "THE 
SUBJECT OF PROPAGANDA ALONG THE DMZ WAS DISCUSSED BY THE 
SOUTH-NORTH COORDINATING COMMITTEE AND AND AN AGREEMENT WAS 
REACHED." ADDED THAT ALLEGATIONS SUCH AS THOSE MADE BY NK 
SIDE AND WHICH PERTAIN TO THAT AGREEMENT ARE NOT APPROPRIATE 
FOR DISCUSSION BY THE MILITARY ARMISTICE COMMISSION. THE 
MESSAGE CONCLUDED WITH STATEMENT THAT "NO PROVOCATIVE ACTS 
WERE COMMITTED AS YOU ALLEGED." 
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